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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE 
LATE DR. DANFORTH. 


Samuvet Danrortu was born 
in Cambridge, near Boston, in the 
year 1740. He was the son of 
Samuel Danforth, Probate Judge 
of the county of Middlesex, and 
was descended from a line of ven- 
erable ancestors, distinguished 
from the settlement of this coun- 
try. For he of his forefathers 
who first came to New-England, 
is said to have been ‘‘a gentle- 
man of such estate and repute in 
the world, that it cost him a con- 
siderable sum to escape the 
knighthood which Charles I. im- 
posed on all, of so much per an- 
num.” This distinguished person 
came to Boston with his son Sam- 
uel inthe year 1634. The latter 
being remarkable for his piety 
and Jearning at an early period, 
Was educated to the ministry 
and settled in Roxbury, where he 
died in 1674. He stands second 


on the list of ‘* Socii,’”’ the fel- 
2 


lows, or governors of Harvard 
College. From the year 1643 to 
1758, there appear before him on 
the college catalogue, seven of 
his ancestors and relations; three 
of whom were clergymen, and 
some of ihe others held distin- 
guished political situations. 

The name of the family of his 
mother was Symmes. He had 
one brother and one sister, both 
of whom died before him. His 
early years were passed in Cam- 
bridge, and he was educated at 
the College, where he evinced 
that independence and decision 
of character, for which he was 
remarkable in after life. He 
graduated in 1758, and studied 
medicine with Dr. Rand, the el- 
der, either in Boston or Charles 
town. At that period he became 
acquainted with a German physi- 
cian, who exerted some influence 
on his opinions, and of whose skill 
he often spoke with admiration. 
This was probably tne elder Dr. 
Kast. Hecommenced practice 
in Newport, Rhode Island, a place 
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at that time distinguished for its 
prosperity and its literary charac- 
ter. Here he treated some diffi- 
cult cases with a success that es- 
tablished his reputation, and form- 
ed for him friendships which lasted 
during life. After a year or two, 
however, he resolved to return to 
Boston ; and, having married the 
daughter of Mr. Watts, of Chel- 
sea, established himself at the 
north part of the town in Hanover 
Street—a street remarkable for 
having been the early residence 
of many distinguished physicians. 
The revolutionary troubles dis- 
turbed his professional pursuits, 
and he, like many of those de- 
scended from ancient families, 
became an active politician on 
the loyal side. In consequence 
of his taking this part, he was 
compelled by the war to break 
up his family. His wife and 
three children took refuge at her 
father’s; his brother went to Eng- 
land, where he remained till his 
death; while he himself continued 
in Boston, then in possession of ihe 
British army. After the evacua- 
tion of the town, he, with some 
other medical gentlemen, was 
treated with harshness. But the 
inhabitants, considering they could 
not conveniently dispense with the 
services of their accustomed phy- 
sicians, thought it wise to forget 
the difference of political opin- 
‘ions ; the physicians were set at 
liberty, and a few years were 
sufficient to obliterate the recol- 
lection of the fact. His family 
being re-united in Boston, he pur- 
sued the practice of his profession 
With success. His promptness, 
decision, but above ail his refleet- 
ing habit of mind, gave him cha- 
racter and consequence. He in- 
creased his reputation by the study 
of chemistry,—which was then 


so little known in this country as 
to be considered an occult and 
somewhat mysterious science. In 
this favorite pursuit he was aided 
by a French gentleman, whom 
the war had brought to this coun- 
try, and who, like himself, being 
devotedly attached to chemistry 
and medicine, became his inti- 
mate friend. In company with 
this gentleman he followed the 
study far enough to get a glimpse 
of some of the important facts 
which soon after broke out with 
such lustre in the discoveries of 


Lavoisier and his coadjutors. At 


a subsequent period, through his 
son, whom he had sent to Europe 
for improvement in the medical 
profession, he obtained the most 
complete chemical apparatus that 
had ever been seen in Boston. 
But, the calls of an imperious and 
engrossing profession preventing 
his ees this science with that 
exclusive ardor which belonged 
to him, he abandoned it wholly 
and never resumed it. After the 
death of his wife he was again 
twice married ; first to Margaret 
Billings, by whom he had one 
daughter, and afterwards to Mar- 
tha Gray. His business being 
now great, he removed to the 
house on Pemberton’s Hill, next 
to that of Dr. Lloyd, where he 
continued many years. 

Having been an original mem 
ber of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, he was chosen President 
of that body in 1795, and continu- 
ed to be so till 1798. He had 
long before this attained the high- 
est reputation. In all difficult 
cases of a medical nature, his 
opinion was relied on as the ut- 
most effort of human skill. To 
a knowledge of surgery he made 
no claim, and avoided its prac- 
tice ; considering the medical art 
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to afford sufficient scope for his 
capacious miud. The extent of 
his practice was limited only by 
his ability and disposition to attend 
to it, and he continued in full and 
constant occupation till he was 
near eighty years old ; exhibiting 
none of the signs of a diminution 
of mental power, except a slight 
imperfection of memory, the ef- 
fects of which his intellectual 
vigor enabled him to surmount. 

After having seen his col- 
Jeagues in business successively 
fall around him, and the disap- 
pearance of a great part even of 
the generation which came into 
practice after him, he was com- 
pelled by infirmity about four 
years before his death, to resign 
his business and confine himself to 
his family. His latter days were 
not, however, without enjoyment; 
for his physical functions continu- 
ed in many respects active ; and 
his happiness in domestic society 
seemed to increase with the loss 
of that external pleasure he had 
so keenly experienced in his pro- 
fession. Sometimes this retire- 
ment was agreeably interrupted 
by the visit of an old friend ; and 
sometimes a former patient came 
to catch the last rays of that wis- 
dom and experience which was 
gradually sinking into night. 

Dr. Danrortu was one of the 
most remarkable men this country 
hasseen. He was tall in stature, 
rather thin, yet well formed and 
perfectly erect. His eye was 
penetrating, nose aquiline, chin 
very prominent, and his whole 
countenance exhibited a sagacity, 
which a stranger could not fail to 
notice. Educated in the old 
school, his manners were polish- 
ed, but not formal, and his car- 
riage attractive, yet commanding. 
He was such a figure as the ima- 


gination would paint of a saga- 
cious, powerful physician. When 
engaged in the consideration of a 
difficult case in practice, he 
seemed to shrink within himself, 
and his appearance, to an unac- 
quainted observer, indicated 
doubt ; but, when the results of 
his reflections were expressed, 
his countenance and person were 
most animated ; and he speedily 
cleared away the difficulties be- 
fore him. Other practitioners, 
having exhausted the resources 
of the healing art, have often 
been surprised to see the fertility 
of his mind in the production of 
new plans of treatment. 

His theory of disease he had 
formed for himself. It was sim- 
ple, and his practice correspond- 
ed with it. He used few reme- 
dies, and those only whose effects 
were obvious and powerful. Cal- 
omel, opium, ipecacuanha and 
Peruvian bark were his favorite 
medicines ; and his external rem- 
edies were friction, vesication 
and the warm bath. Though con- 
sidered one of the most success- 
ful practitioners, he rarely caused 
a patient tobe bled.* Probably 
for the last twenty years of his 
practice he did not propose the 
use of this remedy in a single in- 
stance ; and he maintained that 
the abstraction of the vital fluid 
diminished the power of overcom- 
ing disease. Whatever difference 
of opinion there may be as to his 
theory or to some points of his 
practice, it may with justice be 


* On one occasion he was called to 
visit a number of persons who had been 
hurt by the fall of a house-frame, and on 
arriving found another practitioner ene 
gaged in bleeding the men. ‘* Doctor,” 
said the latter, “I am doing ra work 
for you.” Then,” said Dr. D. 
the blood back into the veins of those- 
men,’* 
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said that the medical art is in- 
debted to him for essential im- 
provement ; especially for dissi- 
pating the popular notion, which 
saw nothing but bilious complaints 
in all diseases of the digestive or- 
ans; and substituting, in place of 
this error, a correct view of the 
nature and the treatment of the 
derangements of the part he con- 
sidered most important in the ani- 
mal economy, the stomach. The 
simplicity of his views, the bold- 
ness of his treatment, and his 
aversion to nostrums and specif- 
ics, had a powerful influence on 
the practitioners with whom he 
consulted. | 
The confidence of his patients 
was unlimited, and their attach- 
ment without bounds. These 
sentiments were inspired not only 
by his superior talents, but by his 
manners, which, to those he liked, 
were most captivating and affec- 
tionate. Some persons accused 
him of severity. This disposi- 
tion, however, presented itself 
only when it was excited by op- 
position te his opinions or disobe- 
dience to his orders. His con- 
vietion of the truth of his doe- 
triues was so strong, and his con- 
fidence in his own practice so en- 
tire, that he was unable to bear 
opposition to the one, or disobe- 
dience to the other. When he 
found his advice slighted or 
his injunctions disobeyed, he 
was indeed unsparing of the of- 
fender; for he truly said that such 
acts were as great an injury to 
the patient as an injustice to the 
physician. 
aving studied much and 
thought profoundly in the earlier 
part of his life ; and having form- 
ed his opinions satisfactorily to 
himself, in bis later years he read 
but little. Whenhe found a book 
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that pleased him, it became a 
study. Every opinion was made 
the subject of reflection and con- 
versation. His aversion to writ- 
ing was decided and uniform 
through his life. Had he com- 
mitted to paper the observations 
le had made, and the reflections 
revolved in his. powerful mind, 
his fame would have. been as 
widely extended abroad as it was 
deeply rooted in his native place. 
The writer of this article has 
been informed that his friends fre- 
quently solicited him to allow 
some parts of his opinions and 
ractice to be taken in writing. 
He at last assented ; and, after 
progress had been made in the 
work, he took occasion to read 
what had been written. Having 
done this, approaching the fire, 
he exclaimed, ‘‘ Absurd! of what 
use is all this, without the mind 
to apply it ;”? and deposited the 
paper in the flames. 
ecision and the love of truth 
seem to have been the distin- 
guishing traits of his character, 
not only as a medical practition- 
er, but in domestic life. He was 
simple in his taste, and averse to 
parade and pretension. In his 
friendships he was singularly firm 
and confiding; and, after a severe 
domestic calamity had weakened 
his mind, his affections seemed, if 
possible, to gain new strength and 
deeper tenderness. In the latter 
part of his life, his views on the 
subject of religion were such as 
to afford great consolation to those 
who felt the deepest interest in 
his welfare. Ata former period 
he had been captivated with the 
apparent novelty and independ- 
ence of tixe French philosophical 
opinions ; out his impressions on 
this subject gradually wore out, 
and he came at last to feel the 
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want of a more elevated and spi- 
ritual system. 

His final illness was short. On 
the 13th of November he had a 
slight paralytic affection while in 
his parlor; but was able to sit up, 
and recognized and conversed 
pleasantly with a medical gentle- 
man whom he had not seen for 
some years. On the evening of 
that day he entered his chamber 
to leave itno more. Three days 
after the paralytic affection, find- 
icg himself faint, he, for the first 
time, told his daughter, his only 
surviving child, that this illness 
would be a fatal one. A few 
hours after, he sunk into a state of 
insensibility, and expired in a 
trarquil and almost imperceptible 
manner. 

He died at the age of 88, in 
his house in Bowdoin Square, on 
the 16th dav of November, 1827. 
On the Sunday following, the fu- 
neral solemnities of the Episcopal 
church were performed in his 
house by the Rev. Dr. Gardiner; 
and his family tomb in the west- 
ern angle of the cemetery in 
Common Sireei, received the in- 
animate remains of him who had 
so often been the instrument of 
averting the shafts of death 
from his fellow men. 


Il. 
REMARKS ON VACCINATION AS A 
PREVENTIVE OF VARIOLOID.* 


By Rossins, M.D. 


Tuere can, I think, be little 
question that the preventive pow- 
er of the vaccine matter with 
which an individual is inoculated, 


- ® This article will, we apprehend, be 
ead with great interest at the present 
perisd.—Es, 


is great in on to its puri- 
ty. The fact that other conta- 
gious diseases, (as the itch) may 
be communicated along. with the 
cow pock by vaccination, shows, 
that the virus is affected by the 
peculiar state of the individual 
from whom it is taken ; passing, 
therefore, through so many dif- 
ferent constitutions, it is reasona- 
ble to suppose that in the ceurse 
of years, its purity and its power 
may become somewhat diminish- 
ed, and that an occasional recur- 
rence to the original source of the 
virus would ensure its full effica- 
cy. As this recurrence, howev- 
er, is exceedingly difficult, it be- 
comes desirable that the same 
end may be effected by means 
more directly within our power ; 
and it is the object of this paper 
to show how this purpose may be 
attained. 

It is not at all wonderful that 
the recent well known occur- 
rences at Halifax, N. S. and oth- 
er equally remarkable events of 
a similar nature in our own vicini- 
ty, should excite much surprise 
and aiarm in the public mind. 
But these events must be noticed 
with much less surprise by those 
who have viewed the subject of 
vaccination in the same light as 
the writer of these remarks ; and 
I have no hesitation in expressing 


my belief that a similar state of 


things may be prevented in fu- 
ture, by the adoption of a prac- 
tice recommended hy me, seve- 
ral years ago, in the Boston Medi- 
cal Intelligencer. 

No one will deny that there 
exists in the generality of men, a 
predisposition, in a@ greater or less 
aegree, to be affected in a pecu- 
liar manner by the infection of | 
smallpox. In those ‘who possess 
Jargely this constitutional predic- 
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position, the same exposure would 
produce smallpox in its confluent 
form, which, in those in whom it 
exists but slightly, would induce 
a milder species of that malady. 
This distinction must always ex- 
ist.—It is well known that the 
peculiar state of the atmosphere, 
or some other cause equally gen- 
eral in its operation, renders the 
infection more powerful in some 
years than-in others. When it 
acts with the least force, the Jat- 
ter class of persons escape its in- 
fluence altogether; and when 
most powerful, though both ciass- 
es will be more severely affect- 
ed, yet the latter will escape 
with much less disease than the 
former. Thus, in every combi- 
nation of circumstances, we shall 
- recognize the great influence of 
the different degree of natural 
predisposition to the disease, pos- 
sessed by different individuals. 

When this susceptibility in any 
person, is once destroyed by the 
developement of the disease, to 
that person the variolous infection 
is subsequently innocuous ; and in 

roportion as it is diminished 6r 
impaired by any circumstance ca- 
pable of thus affecting it, will the 
disease produced by exposure be 
mild. 

It appears evident that the 
vaccine virus acts on this same 
‘predisposition, and, in a great ma- 

rity of cases, entirely exhausts 
it, so that the individual is ever 
after incapable of being specific- 
ally affected by the infection of 
smallpox, or again, by the virus 
of the cow pock. This is partic- 
ularly true with regard to those 
who have but a small share of 
this constitutional tendency. But 
it is equally certain that there 
are those in whom this tendency 
is 90 strong as not to be overcome 
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by a single vaccination, particu- 
larly inthe present state of the | 
vaccine matter. In these, re- 
vaccination is required to com- 
plete the work of prevention. 

A second degree of this predis- 
position is shown by the great. 
readiness and power with which 
ie persons are affected by vac- 
cine inoculation. 

The great difficulty which we 
find in infecting others, evinces a 
milder state of this tendency ;— 
and that some do not possess it at 
all, seems a reasonable inference 
from the fact that the virus pro- 
duces in them no effect whatev- 
er, however recently it may have 
been taken, and however well 
and frequently introduced. 

In conformity with these views, 
and believing that the most ef- 
fectua} method of conducting vac- 
Cination is that which is founded 


_ onthe best knowledge we have 


of its mode of action, I have been 
in the habit, when called on to 
vaccinate a patient, of repeating 
the operation at distant. imgrvals, 
until the virus ceases to produce 
in him its specific effect. I am 
not able to state the exact pro- 
portion, but should think that in 
about one case in twenty, it has 
taken a second time, and gone 
through its successive stages with 
great regularity. Inno case has 
it taken a third time, though I 
doubt not such cases may occur. 

I have also implanted the. virus 
in the arm of persons who had 
been through the disease many 
years previous, under the direc- 
tion of other medical attendants ; 
in these also, the second vaccina- 
tion would occasionally take ef- 
fect, and produce as perfect a 
vesicle and as deep an areola as 
if the individual had never been 
vaccinated. I have generally re- 
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vesicle after the seventh day, has 
been rather more rapid than in 
the first vaccination. Different 
ceses have differed much in this 
respect; but all have approached 
as nearly to the original as does 
the varioloid to the smallpox. 
The relation between them ap- 
prehend to be the same. In 
cases where it has thus taken a 
second time, the white, circular, 
depressed and indented scar or 
scars, clearly marked the effica- 
cy of the previous vaccination ; 


and the patient’s own recollec-. 


tion, the history of the former 


symptoms, and the declaration of 
the physician who vaccinated. 


him, have in general been found 
to confirm the opinion which any 
medical observer would form 
from the appearance of the arm. 
A distinguished bookseller of this 
city gave a fine illustration of 
these remarks in his own person. 
Of late, a great number of simi- 
lar cases have been met with; 
and I have this day seen the arm 
of a young lady of 17 years of 
age, in whom the vaccine virus 
was inserted a week ago in two 
places. In both it has taken ef- 
fect ; both exhibit the perfect as- 
pect of the proper vesicle on the 
seventh day, and both are distend- 
ed with limpid fluid. This lady 
was vaccinated several years ago 
by a physician of this city, who 
informs me that he made but two 
punctures, and both took the dis- 
ease; the two marks are now 
perfectly distinct; they are di- 
rectly above my re-vaccination, 
and on this day afford a strong and 
beautiful confirmation of the sen- 
timents I would here inculcate. 

The individuals thus alluded to, 
had they not been re-vaccinated, and 
all others in whom the cow pock 


marked that the progress of the 
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would take effect a second time: 
if tried, are, according to these 
views, liable to have the small- 
pox, if exposed under favorable 
Circumstances, to its infection ;: 
and although ina milder degree 
than if they had never been vac- 
cinated, yet more severely than 
some others who possess natural-: 
ly but a very slight predisposition: 
to the disease, and who have .nev- 
er received any protection what-. 
ever. Two persons might lie on 
the same bed with smallpox, and 
owing to a great natural differ-: 
ence of constitution, the one who 
had previously been vaccinated 
might exhibit symptoms much 
more grave, than he who had 


never received that benefit ;—a’ 


state of things which would ope-» 
rate on the public much to the 
discredit of vaccination; and yet,’ 
when viewed in a proper light, is 
no argument against its full pre-. 


ventive power ; for, had the for- — 


mer been subjected to the re- 


peated influence of the cow pock, _ 


instead of being the sicker of the’ 
two, he would, unquestionably, 
have escaned infection altogether. 

The occurrence of smallpox’ 
after vaccination has been re- 
cently explained by the supposi- 
tion that the subjects of sueh oc- 
currence have so small a share of 
constitutional suceptibility of the 
vaccine influence, as ta render it’ 
impossible to introduce this influ- 
ence sufficiently into their sys- 
tems to protect them from the 
smallpox. The objection to this’ 
explanation is, the high degree of 
probability that it is the same 
predisposition which receives the 
variolous as the vaccine infection, 


_--that a person who cannot re- 


ceive the latter, is protected, by 


his constitution, from the former 
also. I do not presume to speak 


4 
} 
r 
j 
is 
| 


decidedly on this question ; but 
among the many facts which have 
appeared to confirm the opinion 
before expressed on this subject, 
I will only relate the case of a 
lady, the sister of a professional 
gentleman well known in this 
city. The family having been 
exposed to smallpox, this lady 
was frequently vaccinated, but 
was found incapable of receiving 
the disease. She was subse- 
quently inoculated with a similar 
result; and afterwards exposed 
at the bedside of a brother who 
had the smallpox in its confluent 
form; but every endeavour to 
communicate this disease proved 
as fruitless as did the numerous 
anterior attempts to induce vac- 
ciola. 

The most common mode of ac- 
counting for the appearance of 
variola in those who thought 
themselves protected is, by sup- 
posing some defect in the vacci- 
nation ;--it was performed, per- 
haps, in a part laboring, at the 
time, under some cutaneous dis- 
ease which interfered with the 
action of the virus; or it was 

one with matter taken from such 
a vesicle, and hence imperfect ;— 
an unobserved interruption of the 
progress of the disease, or, it 
thay be, temporary ill health, ren- 
deted fallacious the patient’s hope 
of security ! 

Although gréat care is necessa- 
By ip watching the successive ap- 

pearances of the vaccine vesicle, 
too much stress appears to have 
been laid on minute and unimpor- 
tant cireumstances. The occur- 
rence of modified smallpox in the 
vaccinated is much more ration- 
ally accounted for by the princi- 
ag advanced in this paper, than 

those triviel circumstances in 


the local phenomena of vacciola, 
which are so frequently brought 
forward for the purpose of ex- 
plaining such events. It is not, I 
pr so easy a thing to 
check the progress of this dis- 
ease, as is generally supposed. 
After the infection is once receiv- 
ed into the system, it is almost as 
sure to produce its constitutional 
effect as is the smallpox itself. 
Were the infection entirely local, 
disturbing the pustule might de- 
stroy the efficacy of the disease ; 
but the vesicle once perfectly 
and fully formed—the constitution 
once affected, it matters but lit- 
tle to the security of the individ- 
ual, whether the pustule be dis- 
curbed or not,—whether the gen- 
eral health be impaired or sound, 
—whether the skin is fair, or oc- 
casionally spotted with scales or 
pimples. In acase of smallpox, 
these circumstances would not be 
considered as detracting from the 
prophylactic virtue of the disease; 
neither do they seem sufficient to 
produce this effect in a well 
marked case of vaccinia. 

If, therefore, future experi- 
ence should accord with past ob- 
servation in sanctioning the views 
here presented, of the nature and 
power of vaccination, the human 
family may hope to be protected 
not only from the loathsome and 
malignant forms of genuine small- 
pox, but also from that modifica- 
tion of thig disease, now generally 
termed the varioloid. 

Let it not be understood that, 
by recommending re-vaccination, 
I would give any credit to an 
opinion already too common among 
the people, and which would not 
have been noticed here, had it 
not been adopted by a respectable 


surgeon, in a work which is just 
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from the English press.* The 
notion that the vaccine influence 
may be worn out'in seven years, 
or as Mr. Dendy supposes, in 
about five years, seems too ab- 
surd to require refutation. The 
writer of these remarks was vac- 
cinated nearly thirty ago. 
In 1819, being in Edinburgh dur- 
ing the prevalence of smallpox, 
he visited, every day, several pa- 
tients laboring under this disease; 
remained long in rooms where two 
or three were suffering under its 
worst forms, and inhaled freely 
the atmosphere of rooms filled 
with the infection ; yet never did 
that infection induce in him a 
symptom of disease. What, in- 
deed, would be the state of the 
world at the present time, had we 
been, for thirty years, leaning on 
a broken staff! All the inhabi- 
tants of the globe, excepting only, 
the small proportion who have 
been vaccinated within the five 
last years, would be as subject to 
smallpox as ever ;—that relent- 
less malady would be almost, if 
not altogether as prevalent as be- 
fore the practice of variolous in- 
oculation ; our own cily would 
not, on this very day, have a 
street, a lane, or an alley, which 
could not count its dying and its 
dead of that terrible disease. It 
is much to be regretted that this 
absurd but popular sentiment 
should have received the counte- 
nance of so respectable a writer, 
and we cannot too frequently or 


* “Itis now, 1 think, an undisputed 
fact, that the susceptibility of receiving 
(variolous) infection will recur at certain 
periods, subsequent even to perfect vac- 
cination—that the vaccine influence is as 
it were worn out.”-—Trvatise on the Cu- 
taneous Diseases of Children, &c., by 
Wa ter C. Despy, Surgeon to the Roy- 
al | for Children, &c. &e. Lon- 
don. p.- 233. 


too strongly urge its utter ground- 
lessness. 
Boston, Jan. 22, 1828. 


Tue Medical Society of the 
State of New-York have under- 
taken to analyze and detect the 
composition of the most famous 
nostrums or secret medicines ; a 
labor which it is to be hoped they 
will prosecute, with the same 
diligence they have begun it. — 


In Part I. lately published, the 
first article is, Chambers’ Remed 
for Intemperance. This was fou 
to consist of emetic tartar, capsi- 
cum, sulphur, carbon, cochineal 
and gum. The pepper is proba- 
bly intended to give taste to the 
medicine, and may serve to modi- 
fy the action of the tartarized an- 
timony, to which the medicine 
pal to owe all its efficacy. 

he other ingredients are com- 
paratively inert, serving merely 
to give bulk to the article, and to 
disguise its composition. 

That this medicine.shouid have 
the effect of producing a radical 
cure of drunkenness, is highly im- 
probable. On the other hand, 
when taken injudiciously, fatal 
consequences may ensue. As the 
stomachs’ of drunkards of long 
standing are excessively irritable, 
vomiting, which it is the object of 
this medicine to produce, is among 
the most dangerous symptoms at- 
tendant upon habits of intoxica- 
tion. 


The next article which has oc- 
cupied the attention of the com- | 
mittee, is Leroy’s Médicine Cura- 
tive. This nostrum has acquired 
great celebrity in the French colo- 
nies, though it is, as yet, of little 
notoriety in the United States. 
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The manner, however, in which 
its virtues. are set forth, is well 
calculated to catch the popular 
favor. It consists of tartar eme- 
tic; of aspecies of jalap whose 
use has been superseded by the 
ordinary jalap,—which is also an 
ingredient,—and of senna. 

The composition is a drastic 
urgative, and may in some cases 
e advantageously employed un- 

der the direction of a regular 
physician. Its private use, how- 
ever, is highly dangerous, and has 
in some instances proved fatal. 


Swaim’s Panacea is the remain- 


ing subject in this part of the 


Report. 

The committee have found this 
medicine to depend chiefly upon 
sarsaparilla for its efficacy. 

In the original, the rob de Laf- 
fecteur, every other ingredient is 
said to have been occasionally 
changed, in order to elude disco- 
very of its composition. This 
medicine has been very much 
used in France, and the formula 
for its preparation geverally be- 
lieved there to be correct, is as 
follows : 

Boil thirty ounces of the root 
of sarsaparilla with the same 
quantity of marsh reed-grass, in 
nine pints of water, for one hour ; 
strain off the decoction, and pour 
the same quantity of water on the 
residuum, which is to be boiled 
for two hours ; toward the end of 
the boiling, add of officina! borage 
flowers, eight ounces; senna and 
rose leaves, of each two ounces ; 
then strain off, and to both decoc- 
tions, add sugar and honey, of each 
six pounds, and boil the whole to 
the consistence of syrup. Swaim 
first substituted the bark of sas- 
safras for the marsh reed-grass ; 
but he is now believed to employ 


instead of this the leaves of the 
(chimaphila corymbosa 
of Pursh), an article which is 
certainly endowed with active 


medicinal powers, and extremely 


well calculated to co-operate 
with the sarsaparilla in removing 
most of those diseases for which 
the syrup is employed. The oil 
of winter-green (ol. gaultheriz) 
is also evident in the composition. 
The price of this article is three 
dollars a bottle ; the original cost 
of which quantity is ascertained 
to be five shillings. 

In the analysis of the New-York 
Society, no mercury appears ; but 
there is no doubt that the reputa- 
tion gained by this medicine has 


arisen from the intermixture of a 


mercurial salt. We know that 
many persons have been salivated 
by it. Probably, mercury is at 
some periods omitted, in order to 
produce obscurity as to the na- 
ture of the composition. _ 


IV. 
HOSPITAL REPORT. 


Operation for a formidable Tumor 
in the Neck. Oct. 19, 1827. 


Tue patient, Mr, | , is a man of 
60, rather weak in constitution. 

Tumor has been growing between 
one and two years, Externally, it 
extends from the lower jaw to the 
inferior part of the neck, on the left 
side; and from the trachea across 
the neck, under the mastoid muscle 
to the transverse processes of the 
cervical vertebre. Is of an almost 
stony hardness at the upper part. In 
form somewhat flattened, as if com- 
pressed, 

On the inside of the mouth a tu- 
mor is seen on the left side of the 
fauces, extending half across this pas- 
sage, and rendering the deglutition 
very difficult, : 


A eonsultation being held of the 
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physicians of the Hospital, aided 
other gentlemen, it was concluded 
that as the patient must expire with- 
out an operation, if, considering he 
might die in its performance, or soon 
afier, he thought it best to have the 
operation done, it would be proper 
to do it. 

The patient having duly consider- 
ed the dangers of his case, and hav- 
ing consulted his friends, was anx- 
ious to have an operation done as 
speedily as possible. It was accord- 
ingly performed by Dr. WARREN as 


follows, 


The neck being shaved and the 
patient having taken sixty drops of 
laudanum, Imif an hour before the 
operation, was placed in a common 
chair, the head inclined to the right 
side, and an assistant directed to sup- 
port it sufficiently to prevent any 
contraction of the muscles of the 
neck, 

An incision was made from the 
ear to the clavicle, inclining forwards 
from the ear towards the larynx so 
as to uncover the middle of the sur- 
face ofthe tumor. This part of it 
was then dissected and brought into 
View, so as to expose the more pro- 
minent portion, which was separated 
from the lower jaw and the ear 
above, from the larynx before ; and 
the mastoid muscle was turned back 
from the upper portion of the tumor, 
care being taken to avoid the ac- 
cessory nerve where it enters the 
touscle. 

About this period the patient faint- 
ed twice in succession, but by inclin- 
ing the head downward, he was re- 
covered, 

The next object was to disengage 
the tumor at its lowest part, and ascer- 
tain its relation to the great blood- 
vessels and nerves, In prosecuting 
this part of the operation, it soon ap- 

ared that the disease extended so 
ow, as to leave a small space be- 
tween it and the clavicle. While 
eautiously attempting to raise the 
lower part of the tumor, and looking 


by for the internal jugular vein, this ves- 


sel was found to be pushed forwards 

by the tumor, and bent from its 

course, and to be covered anteriorly 

by a thin layer of the tumor, which 

obscured its usual blue color, and 

confused it with the surrounding 
rts, 

The deep dissection of the tumor 
was prosecuted at the superior part 
of the neck. The numerous large 
arteries from the external carotid be- 
ing situated here, it was necessary to 
prevent the hemorrhage from these 
vessels, by placing a ligature upon 
the carotid artery at the lower part 
of the neck. For this purpose the 
sternal attachment of the mastoid 
muscle was cut. Then by dissecting 
the sterno-hyoideus and dividing the 
omo-hyoideus, which was thin and 
wasted, from passing through the 
tumor, the artery was exposed, its 
sheath opened and dissected, and a 
ligature of three threads passed 
around it and tied, The patient ex- 
pressed no emotion at the ligature of 
the artery, nor did he appear inclined 
to faint again. : 

Passing a ligature through the tu- 
mor it was drawn backwards, and 
thus the dissection was continued 
high and deep, to the side of the pha- 
rynx. In doing this, a considerable 
nerve, apparently the glosso-pharyn- 
geal, was unavoidably divided. The 
tumor being somewhat loosened, a 
cord was seen proceeding out of it, 
towards the upper part of the neck, 
appearing to be a part of the tumer. 
This proved to be the par vagum 
nerve and the carotid artery, The 
entire extirpation of this part of the 
tumor -was impracticable, except by 
a dissection which the patient would 
not have supported. The tumor was 
therefore removed in separate por- 
tiuns :—first the most considerable 
mass of it, afterwards the other por- 
tions, so as to leave a small part 
only attached to the vessels and 
nerves ; this was in great part broken 
and detached by the fingers. In 
performing this part of the operation, 
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it was perceived that when the tu- 
mor was so moved as to draw the 
par vagum, (which necessarily hap- 
pened in a slight degree) at that mo- 
ment the patient had a sort of spasm 
or convulsion, extending from the 
neck into the thorax, and trunk of 
the body. 

In the dissection of the upper part 
of the tumor, the thyroid vein was 
necessarily cut off, and produced a 
bleeding which was troublesome 
while it lasted. This was the prin- 
cipal hemorrhage. Except at the 
beginning of the operation, there 
was scarcely a show of arterial blood. 
The skin was brought together. to 
allow such parts, as might be dis- 
posed, to unite, in order to lessen 
the extent of the wound. 

The first night he had some sleep. 
On the next day, pulse 120—no dif- 
ficulty in swaliowing, breathing, nor 
speaking. Second day; much the 
same. Third day; says he feels 
comfortable,—speaks with ease,— 
swallows better,—has no difficulty in 
breathing, nor any other alarming 
symptoms. Pulse 100. Took half 
an ounce of sulphate of magnesia, 
which was repeated in the after- 
noon, 

Fourth day. Wound dressed ; has 
in a great measure healed. Pulse 
100. Has a disposition for nourish- 
ment, and swallows well. 

From this time he recovered ra- 


he tumor on the inside of the 
throat inflamed soon after the opera- 
tion, and had great appearance of 
sloughing away, But this appear- 
ance subsiding, in sixteen days from 
the first operation the actual cautery 
was applied. A piece of horn was 
so shaped as to receive and convey 
securely an iron across the mouth to 
the throat. This being introduced, 


a globe of iron, half an inch in dia- 
meter, with a handle attached to it, 
was heated red hot and carried to 
the tumor, and pressed forcibly into 
ut. The substance appearing very 
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hard, a second red hot iron was em- 
ployed in the same manner. 

On that day and the next, the pa- | 
tient suffered considerably from this 
operation, By the fourth day he 
was as well as before it; and the 
slough having separated he left the 
hospital within a week, and went 
home into the country. 

From some exposure, he got an 
inflammation of the throat, which for 
a time had an unpromising aspect 5 
but from this he has now recovered, 
and is well enough to resume his 
common occupation. 

A surgeon who undertakes an ope- 
vation on a deep-seated tumor, should 
be prepared to find great deviations 
from the natural state of parts ; and 
he must not expect his knowledge of 
anatomy to serve as his sure and in- 
fallible guide, in this new state of 
things. A deliberate observation of 
parts, as they present themselves, 
can alone conduct him safely along. 

The recovery of this patient shows 
what extraordinary wounds a weak, 
yet un-irritable constitution can sup- 
port. In this operation, which lasted 
an hour, including the faintings, the 
carotid artery was tied ; the par vae 
gum nerve and the internal jugular 
vein dissected, fur a considerable 
extent ; the accessory and sublingual 
nerves exposed ; the glusso-pharyn- 
geal and the descending branch of 
the sublingual, or descendons noni, 
cut off ; part of the pharynx and tra- 
chea uncovered ; the mastoid muscle 
dissected for its whole length and 
divided; the omo-hyoid, sterno-hy- 
oid and sterno-thyroid, dissected, and 
the first divided ; the digastric and 
internal pterygoid and other small 
muscles dissected ; and the transverse 
processes of the cervical vertebra in 
part exposed. 

The operation was performed in 
presence of the consulting physicians 
of the hospital, many of the faculty 
of the city, and the class of medical 
students attending lectures in Buston 
at the time. 
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SELECTED FROM FOREIGN JOUR- 
NALS. 


Tne third volume of Sir Astley 
Cooper’s Surgical Lectures is just 
reprinted here. It contains two use- 
ful plates from his work on disloca- 
tions, one exhibiting the appearance 
of the different hip dislocations, the 
other the mode of applying pullies— 
the use of which Sir Astley strongly 
recommends in difficult cases, 

Some persons affect to object alto- 
gether to the use of pullies in dislo- 
cations, and prefer manual force, 
They choose to employ half a dozen 
or more individuals to apply a force 
which, with the aid of puilies, may 
be exerted by one or two. Would 
a sensible mechanic throw aside his 
wheel and axle and hire half a dozen 
men to effect what he could have 
performed alone? But the human 
body is not to be operated on like 
inanimate matter. No, truly —in ap- 
piying a force io organized paris we 
must study the nature of these parts 
and make our applications with a 
reference thereto. When _pullies 
are applied to reduce a dislocation, 
they must be so directed as to ope- 
rate with precision on bone, muscle 
and ligament ; and this can be effect- 
ed with much greater facility, than 
when halfa dozen or more individu- 
als, each with different minds and 
different powers, are set to work on 
one body. Ifthe extending power 
is to be continued half an hour or 
more, the fatigue of the muscles of 
these individuals must greatly em- 
- barrass the patient ond the surgeon. 
An ingenious surgeon may find a 
substitute for pullies where they are 
not to be had ; but he that would ob- 
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ject to them where they are at hand, 
must be blinded by ignorance or 
prejudice, 

The following deplorable case 
from the London Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal Review of October, shows in a 
strong light the danger of employing 
the unmanageable force of a number 
of men in the reduction of dislocation. 


Dislocation of the Head of the Hu- 


merus forwards, 


Le Breton, xt. 57, a sturdy sailor, 
rather given to drinking, fell upon 
the arm, which was _ carried forcibof 
backward. This was on the 2d of 
March, 1824, A surgeon applied 
poultices to the. shoulder, but these 
giving no relief to the pain, the pa- 
tient entered the Hotel Dieu of 
Rouen on the 13th. 


When seen by M. Leudet, there 
was a swelling of the left shoulder, 
arm, and forearm, which latter, with 
the hand, was rather cold. There 
was a hollow beneath the acromion, 
and the head of the humerus was sit- 
uated under the pectoral muscle. it 
being evident that there was disloca- 
tion of the head of the humerus for- 
wards, M, Leudet proceeded to the 
reduction, Accordingly, the patient 
being seated in a high chair, exten- 
sion was made from the wrist, whilst 
the counter-extension was effected 
by a roller, passed under the arm 
pit, the end crossing over the oppo- 
site shoulder, and fixed to a staple in 
the wall. A ball was kept under 
the hollow of the axilla, to lift up the 
head of the bone at the instant of re- 
duction, The extension was made 
by eight intelligent pupils, M. Leudet 
taking the management of the arm. 
At the first attempt, the head of the 
bone was dislodged from its place, 
and brought into the axilla ; the sec- 
ond trial was followed by its com- 
plete reductiou. An enormous swell. 
ing took place almost immediately 
beneath the pectoral The 
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face became pale, and covered with 
sweat—the lips livid, and the pulsa- 
tion in the radial artery ceased, M. 


_, Leudet attributed these symptoms to 


exhaustion, and the swelling he ima- 
gined to be gas escaping into the cel- 
lular membrane, After afew min- 
utes, the general symptoms disap- 
peared, but the swelling remained, 
whilst the pain was intolerable, 
Compresses dipped in a solution of 
acetate of lead to be applied. 14th. 
The countenance was pale—the 
pulse small, hard, and frequent. The 
swelling seemed to have subsided a 
little, but was cold and of a purplish 
color, In the axilla was a tumor, 
the pulsations of which were distinct 
to the eye, though not to the touch. 
It was now evident that the artery 
was ruptured, but the state of the 
parts around precluded any operation 
for tying the subclavian, On the 
17th, phlyctenz appeared, and on 
the succeeding days, gangrene be- 
came developed, 25th. The fin- 
gers, elbow, skin of the axilla, and 
inside of the arm, are in a state of 
sphacelus ; the pulsations of the tu- 
mor are more marked. 27th. A 
good deal of hemorrhage from two 
openings, situated a little below the 
arm-pit. Though the bleeding was 
arrested, the patient expired in the 
course of an hour. 


Dissection.—Hand and inside of 
the arm in a state of gangrene. The 
pectoralis major was almost com- 
pletely torn across, and iis fibres 
were separated by clots of blood. 
The upper portion of the short head 
of the biceps was ruptured also. All 
the muscles of the arm, shoulder, and 
outside of the chest, were infiltrated 
with blood. Between the pectoralis 
minor and latissimus dorsi, there was 
a large clot, on removing which the 
axillary artery was found to be fairly 
torn across, a little above the origin 
of the subscapular, In order to dis- 
cover the upper end of the vessel, it 


_ was necessary to dissect the subcla- 


vian, which was enlarged, as were 
the branches which arise from it 


The azillary artery lay beneath the 
pectoralis minor, upon the rib, to 
which it adhered by means of coagu- 
lable lymph. The end of the vessel 
was narrowed, and the thoracic 
nerves flattened. The second rib 
was depressed, its periosteum slight- 
ly absorbed, and the bone itself a lit- 
tle rough. The head of the humerus 
was somewhat flattened at the parts 
corresponding to the rib; the capsule 
torn—the cartilage rough and ulcer- 
ated in parts, The inner margin of 
the glenoid cavity was fractured. 


Fever-Gastro-Enteritis. 


Tue dissection of the following 
case is important, as showing the 
condition of organs in a common 
kind of fever. 


An Irishman had been attacked 
with fever, and treated in the Fever 
Hospital uader Dr. Tweedie, who 
ultimately sent the patient to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, “ from the 
supposition that syphilis bad super- 
vened ; a bubo having manifested it- 
self in the groin, and a putrid sort of 
ulcer being discovered on the penis.” 
When admitted, the reporter remark- 
ed a wildness of expression and flush- 
ed state of the countenance, general 
tremor of the muscles, and mental 
imbecility, “ sufficiently characteris- 
tic of the state and stage of existing 
fever.’ He had a brown tongue, 
somewhat moist, and a soft compres- 
sible pulse at 100 in a minute,—de- 
pression of vital powers, In the 
groin was a large circular slough, 
emitting a putrid odor. A similar 
slough was seen on the dorsum of 
the penis. Mr. Lawrence, suppos- 
ing that the patient was in the last 
stage of fever, merely exhibited a 
few grains of rhubarb, and ordered 
cold applications to the head, with 
poultices to the ulcers, Next day all 
the symptoms were worse, and he 
was leeched on the temples. Saline 
medicines with sulphate of magnesia, 
—small quantities of wine and water. 
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Dissection.—The alimentary canal 
was laid open, when it was discover- 
ed that the large intestines were in a 
state of extensive disease, “ They 
were studded more or less, nearly 
throughont their extent, with gangre- 
nous ulcers, mostly of the size of an 
ordinary split pea.” The peritoneal 
covering was sound, but the u!cera- 
tions had destroyed the mucous and 
muscular coat of the bowel. The 
bag of the ccecum presented one un- 
interrupted aspect of gangrenous ul- 
ceration ; and on sponging the parts, 
spots of mortification were seen, the 
intervening portions of mucous and 
muscular tunics being almost desiroy- 
ed. The ascending colon was thick- 
ly studded with ulcerations, about 
three lines apart fiom each other. 
The transverse colon was also ulcer- 
ated, but the ulcers were thinly scat- 
tered. The descending colun and 
sigmoid flexures were nearly exempt. 
The other viscera of the abdomen 
and thorax were sound, The arach- 
noid was opaque, and the pia mater 
partially infiltrated, and its vessels 
congested, The substance of the 
brain was firmer than usual, and 
rather more than the natural quan- 
tity of fluid was found in the ven- 
tricles.— Lancet. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, FEB. 26, 1928. 


VARIOLOID. 


For eight or ten weeks the small- 
pox and variolotd have appeared in 
the vicinity of Boston, imported from 
Halifax and New-York. Some in- 
stances appeared in Boston, but the 
disease was not communicated, and 
soon vanished. On the 15th of 
February, another case was dis- 
covered by Dr. Ingalls in a person 
in Kneeland Street, lately from New- 


York. The patient not being able 


to be removed down the harbor to 
Rainsford Island, in the opinion of 


his physician, the street was barri- 
caded and measures of precaution 
taken to prevent the communicaitic 
of the discase. 

Although this disease has been so 
happily kept at bay for some time, 
there is no doubt it will ultimately 
spread and produce the most fatal 
consequences, un'ess means are 
adopted to deprive it of its food by 
carrying vaccination through the 
poorer classes of the community, at 
stated periods, 


In a future nuniber we shall give 
a history of the course of the vario- 
loid disease in our vicinity. 


Charles Choate, M.D. and Benj. 
Lincoln, M.D. have become mem- 
bers of the Boston Medical Associa- 
tion, 


A communication from Dr, Jack- 
son, the continuation of cases of 
Neuralgia, and some oiher papers, 
are necessarily postponed. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 


TON, 
Ending February 15, at noon. 
February 8. Thomas Kelly, 31 yre. 
Angeline Barnard, 32 
Angeline Madigon, 8 mo. 
Martha N. Jenkins, 25 yrs. 
Jonathan B. Emmons, 67 
Catharine M. Hunt, 23 
Submit Ames, 7 
10, John Gammell, 77 
Peter Guigon, 50 
Mary West, 
11. Stillman G. Fox, 4 
JamesF.Tinkham, 7 
Samuel G. Bradlee, 26 
George Shed, 42 
John Phillips Jenks, 15 mo. 
24. Bridget Walch, 8 


Diseases. Convulsions, 3—Consumption, 
2—Dropsy in the head, 1—Canker in the 
bowels, 1—Burn, 1—Jaundice, 1—Typhus 
Fever, 1—Paralysis, ]—Old age, 1—Hemor- 
rhage from the stomach, 1—Luag Fever, 1— 
1—Stillborn, 1—Unknown,1. Teo- 


mo. 
weeks. 
yrs. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENARCOTIZED OPIUM & LAUDA- 

NUM, EUROPEAN LEECHES, &c. 

OWE & REED, 44, Hanover Street, 

at the head of Elm Street, have late- 
‘ly received a supply of Denarcotized Opi- 
um and Laudanum.—Also on hand Euro- 
pean Leeches; fresh Vaccine Matter, 
taken by a physician of this city with 
particular care: together with a large 
stock of drugs of every kind. 

Lowe & 
keep constantly on hand, their Cure for 
Intemperance, which has recently received 
the approbation of many of the:Physicians 
of this city,—been used by the Society for 
suppressing Intemperance, and adopted in 
the House of Correction as preferable te 
that of Chambers. Price $2.50. A libe- 
ral discount made to charitable Societies. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
DRUGS, &c. 

AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & CO., 
D 33, India Street, near the head. of 
Central Wharf, have for sale, a very large 
assortment of Surgeons’ Instruments, 
Drugs, Paints, Dyestuffs, Window Glaes, 
&c., at very low prices. Gentlemen wish- 


ing to purchase are respectfully invited to 
1. Aug. 21 6mo. 
VACCINE MATTER. 


HE subscribers having received fre- 

quent applications for vaccine mat- 

ter, which they were unable to supply, 

have now made arrangements to keep a 

constant supply of it, taken from select 

and healthy patients. They will receive 

it fresh, daily ; and all had of them may 

be relied on. 
SAMUEL N. BREWER & BROTHERS, 
ruggists. 

At the sign of The Good Samaritan, 90 

and 92, Washington Street. 


MEDICINES AND SURGICAL 

INSTRUMENTS. 

HEODORE DEXTER offers for sale 

at his shop, 56 Hanover St., oppo- 

site Dr. Beecher’s church, an extensive 

assortment of Medicines and Surgical In- 

struments of the best quality.—All pre- 

parations of Medicines called for, and all 

prescriptions will be put up with atten- 
tion, punctuality, and accuracy. 

Oct. 23. 
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eed, late Reed & Howard, 


SELLERS & ROSE, 
CUTLERS AND SURGICAL INSTRUMPNT 
MAKERS, 
$44, Washington St., opposite Avery St. 
FS kinds of surgical instruments and 

cutlery are made, ground, repaired, 
polished, honed, &c., with the finest edge 
for use. New penknife blades are fitted 
to old handles. 
S. & R. make the needles for Acupunc- 
ture, of any size, agreeably to order. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, &c. 
MAMUEL N. BREWER & BROTH- 
ERS have just received a large in- 
voice of Surgical Instruments, which they 
will sell on the most favorable terms at 
their Store,—Sign of the Good Samaritan, 
90 and 92, Washington St., where is also 
for sale a large assortment of Drugs, Med- 
tcines, Chemical and Electrical Apparatus, 
and other articles that are usually kept 
in Druggists’ stores. 


MEDICINAL PLANTS. 
LARGE supply of Herbs, Extracts 
&c. has been lately received, as pre- 
pared in the best manner of the Shakers. 
Among these are Rose Flowers, Poppy do. 
Sweet Marjoram, Balm, a small quantit 
of Liverwort, Slippery Elm Bark, pulveri- 
zed for internal and external use ; Mock- 
erson Root, &c.&c. Constantly for sale, 
at Wholesale and Retail by Joseph Kidder, 
70 Court Street. 


EPHRAIM L. ELIOT, 
271, Washington St. corner of Winter St. 
(sa. for sale a general assortment 
of fresh Droucs and MEpicings, 
among which are Calomel, Tartar Eme- 
tic, Blue Pill, and Calcined Magnesia, 
imported from Apothecaries’ Hall, Lon- 
don, expressly for physicians’ prescrip- 
tions; as he confines himself principally to 
the retail business, very particular atten- 
tion is given to the preparation of all 
compound medicines, and no articles de- 
livered but of the first quality. Physi- 
cians and families may depend on the 
most strict and personal attention to their 
orders, 
Black Currant Wine of superior quali- 
ty, constantly for sale.—Also, Swaim’s 
anacea. 
Medicine chests for ships and families, 
put up and replenished at short notice, 
with directions suitable for their contents. 


dollars per annum, if 
and four dollars if 
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